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not from .God, but from 'the enemy/ "c "Do you
choose/' he continues, "to affirm the supernatural
reality of-the Nicene Miracles? you then mark the
Nicene Church as the slave and agent of the Father*
of Lies ;" and then he proceeds to quote the charge
of Moses to his people : " If there arise among you
a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a
sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder come to
pass, whereof he spoke unto thee, saying, ' Let us go
after other gods which thou hast not known, and let us
serve them/ thou shalt not hearken unto the words of
that prophet or that dreamer of dreams ; for the Lord
your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul,"

Lamp, in loc. Joan.), and therefore there is no reason for a
strained interpretation only to escape believing that the blood
was miraculous. Further, St. John's solemn asseverations, " He
who saw it bare record," etc., which seems to intimate some-
thing, miraculous, applies to .the blood as well as the water* And
moreover, in i John v. 6, the blood is insisted on even more than
the water; "not by water only/' etc. Another parallel to this
miracle is to be found in the reported instances of blood flow-
ing from a corpse at the approach of the murderer; vid. an
instance introduced into a Scotch court as late as 1688, in the
notes to the Waverley Novels, vol. xliii. p. 127. It is scarcely
necessary to say that, whatever truth there may be in any such
stories, or in certain others of which the blood of Martyrs is
the subject, they are so encompassed by fictions and supersti-
tions, that it seems hopeless at this day to trace the Divine
Agency, as and when It really wrought, though we :nay believe
in Its presence generally.
c Anc. Christ. Part vii. p. 361.